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1. Introduction

This report constitutes Deliverable D2.2.4 and provides an overview of the activities implemented during the
4™ BEYOND Stakeholders Focus Group, which took place on 27 May 2026 at the Polo Universitario Sistemi
Logistici “Villa Letizia” of the University of Pisa in Livorno (Via dei Pensieri 60, Livorno, Italy).

The event was organised within the framework of Work Package 2 “Participatory analysis of sustainable
development in the European context”, whose objective is to promote academic reflection, stakeholder
engagement, and knowledge exchange on sustainability transitions and Environmental, Social and
Governance (ESG) values.

The focus group was implemented in synergy with the CO-EFFECT project (Coopération Et Fonctionnalité pour
Favoriser une Economie Circulaire Transfrontaliére funded under the Interreg VI-A Italy-France Maritime
Programme), an initiative promoting cooperative and circular economy approaches within territorial
ecosystems. The joint organisation aimed to strengthen cross-project collaboration and foster
interdisciplinary dialogue on sustainable transitions, territorial governance, and social innovation processes.

Within this context, the Stakeholders Focus Group contributed directly to WP2 objectives by:

fostering interdisciplinary and inter-project dialogue on sustainability transitions and ESG-related issues;
promoting exchange among academia, public institutions, and private stakeholders;

supporting dissemination of research outputs from BEYOND and CO-EFFECT projects;

collecting qualitative feedback on territorial innovation and circular economy models;

reinforcing the role of universities as facilitators of knowledge transfer and social innovation.
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The event was structured as a joint scientific session including project presentations and a thematic
roundtable discussion.

The opening session included institutional greetings and presentations of both BEYOND and CO-EFFECT
projects, highlighting their complementary approaches to ESG education, circular economy, and territorial
innovation.

The roundtable addressed key topics such as functional economy models, circular economy ecosystems, ESG
integration in industrial strategies, regulatory developments related to greenwashing, and cooperative
governance frameworks for territorial development.

The event was bilingual (ltalian—French) and benefited from simultaneous translation services, ensuring
inclusivity and international accessibility.

The discussions and stakeholder feedback collected during the event represent a valuable qualitative
contribution to the BEYOND project and support its alignment with European sustainability and cohesion
policy frameworks.

2. Communication of the event

The event was disseminated through the BEYOND project website, the institutional channels of the University
of Pisa, and partner communication platforms.
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The joint organisation with the CO-EFFECT project significantly increased visibility and outreach, extending
dissemination beyond the BEYOND consortium and engaging stakeholders active in circular economy,
territorial development, and sustainability policy.

The bilingual format further enhanced international accessibility and strengthened engagement with French
and lItalian stakeholders.

All dissemination materials, including the official programme, have been uploaded to the BEYOND Resource
Centre in accordance with Erasmus+ visibility and communication requirements.

The complete programme of the event is attached as Annex 1.
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Figure 1: Event dissemination through project website, institutional channels, and social media platforms

3. Participants

The event brought together academics, researchers, policymakers, institutional representatives,
practitioners, and experts in sustainability transitions, ESG governance, circular economy, and territorial
innovation.

Participants included representatives from the University of Pisa, University of Corsica “Pasquale Paoli”, ReD
Transitions, the Italian Ministry of Enterprises and Made in Italy (MIMIT), and local institutional and industrial
stakeholders.

The presence of territorial actors from the Livorno area contributed to enriching the discussion with applied
perspectives on industrial transformation and circular economy implementation.
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The diversity of participants ensured a multidisciplinary and multi-level dialogue, fostering exchange
between academic research, policy development, and operational practices.

The focus group successfully promoted:

> interaction between academia, institutions, and practitioners;

» exchange of experiences on circular economy and territorial innovation;
> discussion on ESG integration in industrial and regulatory frameworks;
> reflection on cooperative governance models for sustainable transitions.

A total of 23 participants attended the event.

The relatively small but highly qualified group enabled in-depth interaction and high-quality discussion,
strengthening the participatory dimension of the focus group.

Figure 2: 4th BEYOND Stakeholders Focus Group — Livorno

4. Contribution to WP2 Results and Indicators

The 4th BEYOND Stakeholders Focus Group contributed significantly to the achievement of WP2 objectives
and indicators, supporting both qualitative and quantitative dimensions of the Work Package.

Qualitative contribution

» The joint organisation with the CO-EFFECT project strengthened cross-project collaboration and
enriched the debate on sustainability transitions.

» The event promoted discussion on circular economy models, functional economy approaches, and
territorial innovation systems.

> Participants addressed emerging regulatory challenges, including ESG compliance and greenwashing
risks.

» The roundtable highlighted the importance of multi-actor governance involving universities, public
institutions, and enterprises.

Report 4th Stakeholders focus group, May 2026



Yo
€ ~O

®
Boosting and Enhancing YOungs’ Next generation awareness for E.S.G. values Development %’(’;\,?(&%

Y

» The event reinforced the role of higher education institutions as key actors in knowledge transfer and
sustainability innovation.

» The insights collected will contribute to the refinement of BEYOND educational outputs and alignment
with European policy frameworks on sustainability and cohesion.

The event contributed to WP2 monitoring (quantitative) indicators as follows:

Number of Stakeholders Focus Groups organised: 1 (fourth focus group under WP2)

Number of participants involved: 23

Types of stakeholders engaged: academics, researchers, policymakers, public institutions, ministries,
and private sector representatives

Number of partner institutions involved: universities and organisations from Italy and France
Dissemination channels activated: project website, institutional communication channels, social media
platforms, partner networks

» Outputs produced: programme, presentations, dissemination materials, stakeholder feedback, and
event report
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» Stakeholder engagement activities: joint project presentations, bilingual roundtable discussion, and
interdisciplinary exchange

These indicators contribute to WP2 monitoring in terms of stakeholder engagement, dissemination reach,
knowledge exchange, and participatory validation of project outputs.

5. Conclusion

The 4™ BEYOND Stakeholders Focus Group confirmed the relevance of cross-project collaboration and
territorial approaches in addressing sustainability transitions and ESG-related challenges.

The integration between BEYOND and CO-EFFECT broadened the scope of discussion, linking ESG education
with circular economy models, functional economy approaches, and territorial innovation strategies.

The discussions highlighted the importance of cooperative governance systems and the need to integrate
environmental, social, and economic dimensions within sustainable territorial development frameworks.

Despite the limited number of participants, the high level of expertise ensured an in-depth and highly
interactive discussion, reinforcing the quality of stakeholder engagement.

The insights generated during the event will contribute to the further development of BEYOND project
outputs, including educational tools and the European ESG Guidelines, supporting the transition towards
more sustainable, resilient, and cooperative socio-economic systems.

Ultimately, the event strengthened the role of the BEYOND project in promoting ESG awareness, knowledge
exchange, and stakeholder engagement, contributing to the broader European objective of sustainable and
inclusive development.
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Sguardi incrociati dei progetti CO-EFFECT/BEYOND per transizioni sociali forti

Regards croisées des projets Co-Effect/Beyond pour des transitions sociétales fortes

09:00

09:30-10:30

10:30-11:00

BEYOND FOCUS GROUPS WITH KEY STAKEHOLDERS

Venue: Polo Universitario Sistemi Logistici ‘Villa Letizia’ Sala Biblioteca 1
Via dei Pensieri, 60 - 57128 Livorno
Wednesday, May 27, 2026

Registrazione partecipanti/iInscription des participants

Presentazione dei progetti CO-EFFECT e BEYOND/Présentation des projets CO-EFFECT et BEYOND
Opening Remarks and Welcome

Riccardo Cambini - Vicedirettore del Dipartimento di Economia e Management - Universita di Pisa
Nicola Giuseppe Castellano - Direttore del Polo Universitario Sistemi Logistici - Universita di Pisa
Luca Spataro - Coordinatore scientifico del progetto BEYOND, Universita di Pisa

Aldo lacomelli - Amministratore Unico di A, AM.P.S. Livorno

Tavola rotonda/Table ronde

Moderatore/Modérateur: Prof. lacopo Cavallini - Coordinatore scientifico del progetto CO-EFFECT, Universita di Pisa

11:00

11:20

11:40

12:00

12:20

12:40

13:00
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Pierre-Antoine Corazzini - Universita di Corsica “Pasquale Paoli”: Approche territoriale de 'EFC: Comment rendre
I’EFC opérationnelle pour les entreprises corses?

Romain Demissy - ReD Transition Coordinateur du Comité Scientifique CoEffects: Quelle analyse des systemes
d’acteurs dans I'économie de la fonctionnalité et de la cooperation?

Gabriella lermano - Universita di Pisa: Oltre la Corporate social responsibility: ripensare I'impresa attraverso le
societa benefit, le entreprise a mission e la raison d'étre

Mélanie Pépin - ReD Transitions: La conduite de trajectoire territoriale: méthodologie de I'innovation dans une
démarche de transitions

Maria Cristina Quirici - Universita di Pisa: Greenawshing - I'evoluzione della normativa
Caroline Vaute: Les risques de greenwashing: entre compliance et compétitivité

Dott. Andrea Cavani - MIMIT Ministero delle Imprese e del Made in Italy “Casa del Made in Italy” Firenze: Il
collegamento tra ESG, transizione energetica e sostenibilita Industriale. Il Programma "Invest in Italy

Sara disponibile il servizio di traduzione istantanea/Le service de traduction instantanée sera disponible
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