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1. Introduction

This report constitutes Deliverable D2.2.3 and provides an overview of the activities implemented during the
3" BEYOND Stakeholders Focus Group, which took place on 8 May 2026 at the Faculty of Law of the University
of Messina (Piazza S. Pugliatti 1, Messina, ltaly).

The event was organised within the framework of Work Package 2 “Participatory analysis of sustainable
development in the European context”, whose objective is to enhance academic analysis, stakeholder
engagement, and awareness-raising activities related to sustainable development and Environmental, Social
and Governance (ESG) values.

Hosted by the University of Messina within the First International Conference of the BEYOND Project, the
event represented an important opportunity to present the results of the research activities carried out by
the project consortium and to foster dialogue among academics, policymakers, associated partners, Advisory
Board members, students, and external stakeholders.

Within this context, the Stakeholders Focus Group contributed directly to the objectives of WP2 by:

» fostering awareness and understanding of ESG principles and sustainability policies within the European
context;

» promoting interdisciplinary dialogue among universities, public institutions, practitioners, and civil
society organisations;

» collecting feedback from stakeholders on the educational challenges related to ESG literacy and
sustainable development;

> supporting the development of project outputs through participatory discussion, knowledge exchange,
and validation of research findings.

The event was structured around two complementary sessions.

The first session, entitled “ESG, Sustainability and Public Policy”, explored key regulatory, economic, and
governance aspects of sustainability. Contributions addressed the sustainability reporting framework within
the context of the EU Omnibus | and Il Packages, the impact of climate change and energy transition on public
finances, the relationship between legal frameworks and sustainable economic growth, and the use of
artificial intelligence as an innovative tool for spreading ESG values.

The second session was dedicated to the presentation of the results of the BEYOND survey and the
discussion of emerging trends in ESG education. The survey, conducted within the framework of the project,
analysed how ESG principles are understood, taught, and integrated within European higher education
institutions.

The results highlighted encouraging progress but also significant challenges. In particular, participants
discussed existing gaps in ESG literacy and the limited awareness of the “Do No Significant Harm” principle,
which has become increasingly relevant within European sustainability and recovery policies. The findings
also revealed considerable differences in the integration of ESG topics across institutions and academic
disciplines, highlighting the need for more structured educational approaches and common frameworks
capable of connecting academic training with evolving European policy requirements.
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The focus group concluded with a roundtable discussion involving members of the Advisory Board and
Associated Partners, who provided valuable insights into the future of ESG education, stakeholder
engagement, and the development of innovative educational tools.

The discussion addressed several key themes, including the need to strengthen ESG competencies among
younger generations, the role of higher education institutions in supporting sustainable development, the
challenges of implementing ESG principles in practice, and the opportunities offered by digital and Al-based
educational tools.

Importantly, the discussions and feedback collected during the event represent a significant qualitative
contribution to the development of the European Guidelines on ESG Factors, one of the main outputs of
WP2.

Furthermore, the presentation of the BEYOND survey results provided an evidence-based foundation for
understanding current levels of ESG awareness among students and stakeholders, supporting the project's
objective of developing educational tools and policy recommendations grounded in empirical research..

2. Communication of the event

The event was disseminated through the project website, the institutional communication channels of the
University of Messina and the project partners, as well as through social media platforms.

The conference programme, event information, and related dissemination materials were made available
before and after the event, ensuring broad visibility and accessibility of the activities carried out within the
BEYOND project.

In line with the project proposal, the outputs of the activity have been uploaded to the Resource Centre
section of the project website, contributing to the visibility, accessibility, and dissemination of knowledge
generated by the project, in accordance with Erasmus+ requirements.

The event benefited from both local and international visibility thanks to the participation of project partners,
Advisory Board members, Associated Partners, and external experts from different European institutions.
This contributed to expanding the outreach of the BEYOND project and promoting discussion on ESG-related
challenges beyond the consortium itself.

The communication strategy supported the WP2 objective of increasing awareness and outreach, ensuring
that the results of the focus group could reach a broader audience beyond direct participants.

The complete programme of the event is attached as Annex 1.

Report 3 Stakeholders focus group, May 2026



ee YO ~O
Boosting and Enhancing YOungs’ Next generation awareness for E.S.G. values Development %@)@:{

Ak

N7~

ESG BEYOND project
® BEYOND Conference and Survey Presentation - Universily of
<D BEYOND Conference y Presentation <B Messina, 8 May 2026

BEYOND Conference and turvey Presentotion

Fricay. May 8. 2026 University of Messing = Foculty of Law

130 values. sustoinatiity, public policy and higher
education

Prot. Aleesio Lo Gludice

IMONG YOUNQer generations roundiatie dscussion

Event details

e parsepaten

epsge

Figure 1: Event communication through the project website, institutional channels, LinkedIn and other social media platforms.

3. Participants

The event brought together academics, researchers, students, experts, policymakers, representatives of
public institutions, Advisory Board members, Associated Partners, and sustainability practitioners.

Participation included representatives from the University of Pisa, the University of Messina, Universidad
CEU San Pablo, the University of Antwerp, Durham University Business School, the Italian National Youth
Agency, the Parliamentary Budget Office, the Stockholm Environment Institute, Forum per la Finanza
Sostenibile ETS, Conformis in Finance S.r.l., CEORE and other organisations interested in ESG-related issues.

The diversity of participants contributed to creating a multidisciplinary environment that facilitated the
exchange of experiences and perspectives on ESG education, sustainability governance, and public policy.

The focus group successfully promoted:

interaction between academia, institutions, and practitioners;

exchange of good practices and experiences in ESG education;

discussion of emerging challenges related to sustainability literacy and policy implementation;
stakeholder engagement in the development and validation of project outputs.

YV V VY

A total of 70 participants attended the event.

The diversity of participants reflects a strong level of stakeholder engagement, in line with WP2 qualitative
indicators. The focus group successfully facilitated multi-level dialogue, knowledge exchange, and
collaborative reflection on the future of ESG education in Europe.
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Figure 2: 3" BEYOND Stakeholders Focus Group at the University of Messina.

4. Contribution to WP2 Results and Indicators

The 3 BEYOND Stakeholders Focus Group contributed significantly to the achievement of WP2 objectives
and indicators, supporting both the qualitative and quantitative targets established for the Work Package.

Qualitative contribution

» The event promoted informed discussion on ESG education, sustainability governance, and public policy
among a diverse group of stakeholders.

» The presentation of the BEYOND survey results provided evidence-based insights into current levels of
ESG awareness and literacy, highlighting strengths, challenges, and educational needs across higher
education institutions.

> Participants contributed to the interpretation and validation of the survey findings, helping to identify
priority areas for future educational and dissemination activities.

» The focus group strengthened cooperation among universities, policymakers, associated partners, and
external experts, fostering the multi-stakeholder approach envisaged by WP2.

> Discussions highlighted the importance of innovative educational methodologies, including digital and
Al-based tools, for enhancing the dissemination of ESG values among younger generations.

» The insights collected during the event will contribute to the development of the European ESG
Guidelines and to the refinement of the educational tools foreseen by the project.

Quantitative contribution
The event contributed to the monitoring of several WP2 indicators, including:

> Number of Stakeholders Focus Groups organised: 1 (third focus group implemented under WP2);

» Number of participants involved: 70;

> Diversity of stakeholders engaged: academics, researchers, students, policymakers, public authorities,
Advisory Board members, Associated Partners, sustainability experts, and practitioners;

» Number of partner institutions and organisations represented: universities, research centres, public
institutions, and private organisations from different European countries;
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» Dissemination channels activated: project website, institutional websites, social media platforms, and
partner communication channels;

» Outputs produced: conference programme, presentations, dissemination materials, stakeholder
feedback, and event report;

» Stakeholder engagement activities implemented: survey presentation, roundtable discussion, exchange
of experiences, and collection of recommendations.

These elements contribute directly to WP2 monitoring indicators related to stakeholder participation,
awareness-raising activities, dissemination reach, knowledge exchange, and the validation of project results
through participatory processes.

5. Conclusion

Th The 3™ BEYOND Stakeholders Focus Group confirmed the growing relevance of ESG education as a
strategic component of sustainable development policies and higher education systems.

The presentation of the BEYOND survey results provided valuable evidence regarding current levels of ESG
awareness and highlighted important areas for improvement, particularly concerning the practical
understanding of sustainability principles and their implementation within educational contexts.

The discussions demonstrated a strong interest among stakeholders in developing innovative educational
tools and methodologies capable of bridging the gap between academic learning, policy requirements, and
practical implementation.

The participation of 70 stakeholders and the active involvement of Advisory Board members and Associated
Partners demonstrate the achievement of WP2 targets related to stakeholder engagement, dissemination,
and participatory validation of project results. The event therefore represents an important milestone in the
implementation of the BEYOND project and in the development of its future educational and policy-oriented
outputs.

The event further strengthened cooperation among project partners, Advisory Board members, Associated
Partners, and external stakeholders, reinforcing the participatory approach that characterises WP 2.

The knowledge generated through the conference and the stakeholder discussions will support the next
phases of the project, including the refinement of educational tools, dissemination activities, and the
development of the European ESG Guidelines.

The event confirmed that ESG education is becoming an increasingly important component of European
higher education and public policy agendas. At the same time, the discussions highlighted the need to
strengthen ESG literacy through innovative, interdisciplinary, and evidence-based educational approaches.

By fostering dialogue among universities, institutions, practitioners, and civil society organisations, the
BEYOND project continues to contribute to the dissemination of sustainability values and to the development
of practical tools supporting the green and digital transition promoted by the European Union.

Ultimately, the outcomes of the focus group will contribute to the further development of project outputs,
helping to build a more informed, responsible, and sustainability-oriented generation of future professionals
and decision-makers.
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CONFERENCE and BEYOND SURVEY PRESENTATION

Venue: University of Messina Faculty of Law S. Pugliatti Sq. n. 1 - Room 5
Friday, May 8, 2026
Online connection: link here (THE CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD IN ENGLISH)

Opening Remarks and Welcome:  Prof. Alessio Lo Giudice - Dean, Faculty of Law, University of Messina

Prof. Luca Spataro - University of Pisa, BEYOND Project Coordinator

Session | - ESG, Sustainability and Public Policy
CHAIR Prof. Dario Latella — University of Messina, BEYOND Project Local Unit Coordinator

Alfonso Martinez-Echevarria Garcia de Duefias - Universidad CEU San Pablo (Spain), Project Local Unit Coordinator: “The
sustainability report and its regulatory framework in the context of the Omnibus | and Il packages”

Valeria De Bonis - Council Member, Parliamentary Budget Office (Italy): “The European ESG framework and the impact of climate
change and the energy transition on public finances”

Sara Gonzdlez Sanchez - Universidad CEU Cardenal Herrera University (Spain): “The Legal Way to Economic Growth and
Sustainability in the EU”

Benedetta Bottari - University of Messina and Clara Rosano - CEORE (Al LAB): “Al platforms as innovative tools for spreading
ESG values”

12:45 Lunch break

Session Il - Presentation of the Survey: results and discussion
CHAIR Prof. Luca Spataro —University of Pisa, BEYOND Project Coordinator

Dario Latella - University of Messina: “BEYOND Survey: Analysis of the collected data, methodology, main results emerging
from the study conducted”

Gabriella lermano - University of Pisa: “New Trends in ESG Education: the BEYOND tools”

Roundtable with stakeholders, Advisory Board and associated partners
Invited Speakers
Viola Heutger - University of Antwerp, BEYOND Advisory Board Member
Laura Marsiliani - Durham University Business School, BEYOND Advisory Board Member
Giacomo D’Arrigo - Italian National Youth Agency, BEYOND Advisory Board Member
Sara Tari - Forum per la Finanza Sostenibile ETS, BEYOND Associated Partner
Carly Evaeus and Maximilian Bruder - Stockholm Environment Institute, BEYOND Associated Partner
Massimo Scolari - Conformis in Finance Srl (Milan), BEYOND Associated Partner

Clara Rosano - Ceore S.r.l, BEYOND Associated Partner

Organizational Committee: Prof. Dario Latella, Benedetta Bottari, Santina Munafo and Giuseppe Casimo
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