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1. Introduction 
This report constitutes Deliverable D2.2.2 and provides an overview of the activities implemented during the 

2nd BEYOND Stakeholders focus group, which took place from 12 to 13 March 2026 in Madrid at CEU San 

Pablo University (Salón de Actos de la Facultad de Derecho, C/ Julián Romea 16, 28003 Madrid). 

The event was organised within the framework of Work Package 2 “Participatory analysis of sustainable 

development in the European context”, whose objective is to enhance academic analysis and multi-

stakeholder debate on sustainable development and ESG-related topics. 

Hosted by CEU San Pablo University and organised by the Chair of Financial Markets Law within the VII 

International Corporate Governance Congress, the BEYOND event aimed to reinforce the importance of 

equipping younger generations and professionals with the knowledge and tools needed to understand and 

shape the future of sustainable corporate governance. 

Within this context, the Stakeholders focus group contributed directly to the WP2 objectives by: 

➢ fostering awareness and understanding of EU sustainability policies and regulatory developments; 

➢ promoting collaboration & interdisciplinary dialogue among academia, policymakers and practitioners; 

➢ supporting policy-relevant discussions on emerging ESG challenges. 

The focus group was centred on the theme “Sustainability Regulation within the Framework of the EU 

Omnibus I and II Packages”, positioning Madrid as a hub for high-level debate on the future of European 

sustainability regulation. 

At a time when ESG is transitioning from voluntary commitment to a binding legal framework, the Congress 

brought together leading academics, judges, policymakers, and corporate practitioners to address a key 

question: Whether the EU’s Omnibus reform represents a genuine simplification effort or a turning point 
capable of reshaping the balance between sustainability and competitiveness. 

The opening keynote explored the evolution of ESG shareholder activism, highlighting how sustainability is 

no longer driven solely by investor pressure, but increasingly embedded in EU directives, reporting standards, 

and due diligence obligations affecting corporate governance and strategic decision-making. 

Discussions over the two days clearly demonstrated that sustainability reporting can no longer be considered 

a purely technical compliance exercise. Key issues included: 

➢ the divergence between financial materiality and the EU’s double materiality model; 

➢ the digitalisation of reporting processes; 

➢ the growing liability risks associated with sustainability disclosures. 

A central focus of the Congress was the Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD) within the 

framework of the Omnibus I and II Packages. Panels addressed governance implications, supply chain risks 

such as modern slavery, and the increasing exposure of directors to civil liability. 

Overall, the focus group contributed to framing ESG not as a parallel framework, but as an integral 

component of corporate governance, AI regulation, dispute resolution, and long-term value creation. 

 

Importantly, the insights generated during the discussions represent a qualitative input for the development 

of the European guidelines on ESG factors, which constitute the main result of WP2. 
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2. Communication of the event 
The event was disseminated through the project website, institutional websites, and social media channels. 

In line with the project proposal, the outputs of the activity have been uploaded to the Resource Centre 

section of the project website, contributing to the visibility, accessibility, and dissemination of knowledge, in 

accordance with Erasmus+ requirements. 

The communication strategy supported the WP2 objective of increasing awareness and outreach, ensuring 

that the results of the focus group could reach a broader audience beyond direct participants. 

The complete programme of the event is attached as Annex 1. 

   

 

Figure 1: Event news on the project website, Instagram and LinkedIn 
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3. Participants 
The event brought together academics, experts, members of the scientific community, municipalities, 

policymakers, local governments, public authorities, as well as representatives and supervisors from 

Beneficiaries and Associated Partners. A total of 90 participants attended the event. 

The diversity of participants reflects a strong level of stakeholder engagement, in line with WP2 qualitative 

indicators. The focus group successfully facilitated: 

➢ multi-level dialogue between academia and practitioners; 

➢ exchange of knowledge and best practices; 

➢ identification of emerging challenges and opportunities related to ESG regulation. 

This confirms the effectiveness of the participatory approach adopted by the BEYOND project. 

 

 

Figure 2: 2nd BEYOND Stakeholders focus group 
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4. Contribution to WP2 Results and Indicators 
The 2nd BEYOND Stakeholders focus group contributed to the achievement of WP2 objectives and results in 

both qualitative and quantitative terms. 

Qualitative contribution: 

➢ The discussions provided high-level academic and policy insights on ESG regulation and sustainability 

governance. 

➢ Participants actively engaged in debates, demonstrating strong interest and relevance of the topics 

addressed. 

➢ The event fostered interdisciplinary dialogue and collaboration, aligning with the objective of 

strengthening academic debate and stakeholder interaction. 

➢ Key themes emerging from the focus group (e.g. double materiality, due diligence, governance liability) 

will inform the development of the European ESG guidelines. 

 

Quantitative contribution: 

➢ Number of participants: 90 

➢ Type of stakeholders involved: academia, policymakers, practitioners, public authorities, associated 

partners 

➢ Dissemination channels activated: project website, institutional platforms, social media 

➢ Outputs produced: event materials and programme uploaded to the Resource Centre 

These elements contribute to the monitoring of WP2 indicators such as event attendance, stakeholder 

engagement, and audience reach 

 

5. Conclusion 
The 2nd BEYOND Stakeholders focus group highlighted a decisive phase for Europe. As the EU refines its 

sustainability framework through the Omnibus Packages, the challenge lies not only in achieving regulatory 

coherence, but also in ensuring that simplification strengthens, rather than weakens, corporate 

accountability. 

In a rapidly evolving geopolitical and economic landscape, sustainability is no longer a trend but a structural 

dimension of governance. Europe is actively redefining its regulatory framework in real time, with significant 

implications for businesses and society. 

The event confirmed the relevance of participatory and academic debate in supporting more informed 

policymaking processes, thereby contributing to bridging the gap between EU sustainability action and its 

recipients. 

The BEYOND project continues to advance its communication, dissemination, and training activities, in line 

with its overarching objective of raising awareness among businesses and civil society on sustainable 

development issues. 
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Through training, practical application, and knowledge sharing, the project strengthens stakeholders’ 
capacity to understand and implement EU sustainability policies, contributing to more effective and 

coordinated action. 

In this context, the upcoming training sessions scheduled in Messina and Pisa in May 2026 represent a key 

continuation of these efforts. They will further enhance stakeholders’ capacities, expand outreach, and 
consolidate the dissemination of knowledge generated within the BEYOND framework. 

Ultimately, these activities contribute to the development of the European ESG guidelines, supporting the 

transition towards a more transparent, accountable, and sustainable economic system within the EU. 
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